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The Regulatory Role of bHLH Transcription Factors in Plant
Anthocyanin Biosynthesis

LIU Jingjing , WANG Shuwen, YANG Xurui, CHANG Kaixin,ZHANG Huiling
(College of Horticulture and Plant Protection, Henan University of Science and Technology, Luoyang 471000)

Abstract: Anthocyanins, a type of flavonoid polyphenolic compounds, are widely found in various plant
organs and play a crucial role in maintaining programmed physiological activities. As natural edible pigments,
anthocyanins are powerful antioxidants that can boost the human immune system and provide benefits such as vision
protection and beauty promotion. bHLH transcription factors, as the second largest transcription factor superfamily
in plants after MYB, play a significant role in regulating anthocyanin biosynthesis. bHLH proteins not only directly
interact with structural genes in anthocyanin synthesis but also form complexes with MYB and WD40 proteins to
regulate the process. Their functions are influenced by environmental factors and hormonal signals. This article
reviews the anthocyanin biosynthesis pathways and their regulatory mechanisms, including summarization of their
structural characteristics, their regulatory mechanisms, and the impact of external environmental factors and hormone
signals on bHLH regulation during anthocyanin accumulation. We expect to provide a foundation for further research
on anthocyanin regulation, color formulation, and horticultural plant breeding.
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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of anthocyanin synthesis pathway in plants
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o HR4E MYB Z5 #4935k (1 A ], MY B 0% 0] 85 5
4% B IR-MYB . R2R3-MYB . 3R-MYB Fl1 4R-MYB
KIS, #IHAT ML, EAEZ MY P UL T
MYB % s X 6 2 & i E R, s )
(Malus pumila Mill.) ) MAMYB114 5% 5 [R 11° |
7% i (Solanum lycopersicum L.) "' ) SIAN2-like ¥4
SR DA K ¥ %f (Fragaria xananassa Duch.) F
) FaMYBS 4% S [l 1 46 #0162 G A i
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PR, — Bl B A IR RS R e s
RIAA YA R (CHS . CHI F3H \F3'H) , ¥ 4E
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SRR FIE M MBW —JiiEARZ AW, AT IEE &R
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B R . 5 bHLH BAE#) MYB # 5% [H + F 2202
R2R3-MYB 2K & st ] + . @l an, ¥ R h 1y
MAMYBI114 %% 5% R F i 5 B 4% 45 & 45 # 5%
MAANS .MdUFGT F MdGSTAE FEAE T K& .
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HRWE R —AE RN R B
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TR R BSR4 B N 5 PpMYB140 1)
ik, NIMIHIEE RGN 74
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B8 . Z25RERL ENRENET T RLITH
DAL KT SRS ERADE S S5 S Y
AETEAR B R ISR AT () P S5 A TH
HA TR, R R A B R0 5 ¢
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W 7 78 21 % ( Ziziphus jujuba Mill.) F1 % 5 H 138 4>
bHLH %% 5 K 1, Hirh ZjGL3a . ZjGL3b il ZjTT8 #k
WESE 56T R G A OC . Li 55 A 4 (Vidis
davidii (Rom. Caill.) Foéx)JE K41 H % & H 115 4>
bHLH K7, R RS R & 53HRAH B IS 150
DSEE ST 2R AR S VdbHLHO037
A 2 R B R R R IR S TN S 4 A 1
H XA R, Zhao ZE2 I #F (Chimonanthus
praecox (Linn.)Link) " 5afE H CppHLHI FE[A , 318
T S IE B2 (R G b 1) 5% 55 [Rl - CpbHLH 1 7 fitt
ML T 26 b B vE R

bHLH 4% 55 [l 7 32 BL38 1o W5 7 T R A P AR
WERAWBHR, — R EEEATEHILRAE, L
FEXTHEHASE R DFR W SEAE T R A s &
FEIE 1) s 67 A PR s 2R MYB # sk IR+
FTWDA0 i 53¢ K i 2 , 5 oAt 7 3% I8 40 A
L DR ARIE S R A .

31 bHLHEREFEEERATEMERRBTE

BEMR

FER[E YA bHLH 5% 55 K7 7] DL i 5 2%
FSEDR 1 ) 2hF BV E R AT 25 A LR i 5 S 0%
P PRI T R A R s e
SmbHLH13 3R, J& BLiZ 55 K 4 i () SmbHLH13 #%
SR T 0T LSS 45 M 3L R SmCHS F SmF3H #)5 5))
T FRFRR RHEE R A Qi E
LM S E VP PsbHLHT 3L, P57 % PRi% A
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bHLH % 5% [ F AL 5 Z AR R — R 44
L, B T 5 MYBE AMEAER, BaE% S
WD40 4545 B = o A IRty e &
FIFLER . Chen 557 & BLAE 25 A R 52 (19 bHLH
H 5 5 [N ¥ SIJAF13 5 R2R3-MYB 25 4% 5t [H 1
SIAN2-like , WD40 25 %% 5% [K ¥ SIAN11 JE it MBW
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FEDR (R SRS, 38 0] U5 55—~ bHLH %% 5% [H
T SmMY C2 M EAE R B2 — AR F5 0T e
RIEY G R X550 R R v b A5 3] 2
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Tt SEEGIE B 21 B % PybHLH3 25 115 PyWRK Y26
EAHEAEIE R E G, 28 55 PyMYBI14
LR 3 8 7454 06 PyMYB114 W5 5%, S 8L
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4 INEFEZEX bHLH % FEFiFE

EHEEEERRZIN
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W7 B RAGES REE, BTHRE R 2 A KR
ERR RERMBER. L8, AEHEEM
WEAT S W AL E R G UM S 254 5 [R Fn
SEHETFIRIR A T R
4.1 RESXbHLHEREFRAEESZAHN

=AU

HAG 5 WAL E R YA R A IR
WEZ—. BEVRIRA, LY IRNIEE R
4 BRI 32 A5 5 IR, bHLH #5557 Kk
PN AN [R] ' BETT & 8 5 AR T R A A R Tk
PR B AR . Li Sl AR B 284 2 (UV-A)
R SR A2k (UV-B) Zb BEASH ( Camellia sinensis L.)
M, KBS T 56T R G R DG bHLH 285
SN TFHER TT8 F bHLH3 By F 55+ FH . Cui %5+
FHUV-B b ¥ Th 2 AR AR , 2 I T 8 S 250 v 1 2
WHE RS ERERN, WS D82 H KA A
KM% 5 [ F bHLHI1 [ 3R3A K P42 55 . Zhou 58

W5 %46 (Dendranthema morifolium(Ramat.) Tzvel.)
AEHE e B, 5 5 [ F CmbHLH 16 52 21 % (R, red
light) FIE 2L % (FR, far-red light) HeAE A4 520, 85
HHEWE M. 7RI R/FRIFEE T, CmbHLH16 Y
FIRACE T I, I A AL P AL R E . Al
JZ , 7E % RFFR 58 K, CmbHLH16 9 3 15 7K F- I
VA AEHE A AL AL T R IR . KRR,
TEOCRRPE AL T 226 R 12 L Ui e ¥4 FH i) i sf
+ F %4 COPI (Constitutively photomorphogenic
1) . PIF (Phytochrome interacting factor) ., COPI1 J&
TP AT 52 T 38 1 v () A% 0o A1 i[5 F-, 7€ bHLH
KN F AT RG NEEY #2684
FIBEHASE (01 455 A6 75 R 45 LAY bHLH 2854 s[5 12
SHEPCEALT R AR Z0a . BRocsk
FEBAMIRLACTE R AR, F Al Y bHLH 5% 5% [H
SIAF13 REMARDELE S g R L P IEH KRR,
SRTTEIEA L s BB B, COP1 i 3 268 2K A g 47Z
K ACRESE SUAF 13, 10l fE75 R 195 i, PIFs & —
KAl A2 MO R B A EAER B bHLH K
TRk S R, dnfid AT OG5 S bHLH 2R 11, 2 50
WERGSEE, BHYAERBLTFRF. 5RE
B, PIFs A LU o 5 5% s A BAE 2 585 4l
YAEHE RZWAED A . URIT TR PAPLEEH R
A G TP IE A T, Liv 9858 & 81 PIF4
it A6 A 8119 G-box L7 X PAP1 i 17 7%
A, AT 5 A e I AR T R AR R
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G 2% G R S22 e e 1 43 B0 %
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FIAH G A (1 F a8 MR AE T 2= G O e =
M REAR , I 2 AR IR 25 A YR T R G AR
KRWEEREZE ., I, Ryu S5 WF5T LB, 78 B IR
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WHERMBIR, He S8 I INR AN BE 20K 18
R AR RGN T T SR AR R A .
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HHRERE, FES M E RS TRENA
R, BRI RE A% 5 I bHLH /= 1)
WHEREG . R AR T8 MdbHLH3 #5/#2
1k, B R AL B9 MAbHLH3 — J5 T B 422 35005 45 4 5L [F
MAUFGT MdDFR & 81 ¥, 55— Ji TS5 16 1 2 Al
IE R R F MdBBX20 AL W =TT 45 6 L (e it
WHERWRES . BT, SHEE 5845/ T bHLH
e IR AL T R G A5 D DU R AR
TR KA A B A% %00 18 R S REDL R A 15
3 e A
43 TEXWbHLHEZRE FRAEZEEZSEZAGHN

Al

WHE R LR SEY PO, bt a1, )
T R T DR A YR R A . AR
KT 2 Wb Xt 167 R A B2 B A TTE5E
L IE T R RE S R Y P e R A
YR T RAERATE R A R R A E
AR e T, T RE AR T R G UK T
TETR K42 5, AN, e T 595 Sl et A
WHFRHEZPEXEMEHNS . TRES TN
bHLH 25 5t [ S AT 2= 4 0, il n, T 25
[ IbMYC2 J& bHLH ¢ Ji% h i 4% .0 % 5% [, Hu
A543 1 PEG6000 4b BEL & BT 5 W36 RE S 2 2517
FIbMYC2 FEA B 3R38 , Hogm it 1) IbMY C2 25 138
S VO 45 ¥ 5L X IbCHI  IPDFR (132 352 b 5 2
45 . 7EDHLH A RWAET R G sz, T5
JoipiE {2 1 bHLH JE PR 38 1) FLAAR PR P L v oA LA
ISR T R iR R R R AR
WA R — IR A
5 HEXIbHLH # R EFiEEEY

EEEEREN

KEMREY YRR EEDEERZEYE
WA B R rh R R TR A R
B A FE R VR AR AR A AR AR
R ONER MRS,
51 XFEXbHLHERREFRAEZEREZAHH

Al

] T T 2 — PP R SR S L VR R M
RPN AR L B P i ke S HEAEA,
AEAS IR Y bHLH & (I AL Z G . Zhang
LN AL RV (S EE 9k B, bHLHA2 REf
Wi J37 A< A1 2 R PR i2F A8 RAE S 22 v 25 P g R
R, ERSHE R G BGEFE HA G R VR

(1) SmbHLHG60 K: PR, TERFIR R Y55 T Kb it
B SRS RS R, B 8 1 JAZ FE SR F RS
SN RME RS MR P R EEEER, ZE
138 1 EL# 5 bHLH £ 1A B 7E A, 90 ] bHLH
1 E k> MBW 2 SR TE B, WAL R
A=W R Tt FH SR AT R BE I A JAZ 25 1, AT
ke X R . MdbHLHI62 & 11 & 3 1 |
P E R A AL EF, An SRR K
L IA {55 114 B8 ) MAJAZ1 FIMAIAZ2 i 5 iR
MdRGL2a-MdbHLH162 & &7 , #  MARGL2a %}
MdbHLH162 45 HUIR Y , B AN AL T 2= 15 .
Wi bHLH 28 %% 5[5 7 PATTS 5 MYB 2554 5% [H
+ PAMYB118 #H B F 3% 5] PAMYB118 [ %% s 1
PE MR HEAG B AL T R 1A A, Wang 5577 211 iF 5%
UE B 4 # PAJAZ1 28 1138 i 5 PATTS 45 45 # 1fil
PAMYBI118-PATT8 & & W% sk i , s &AM il 4E
HEMNE .
52 AKEXNbPHLHEREFRAEESEZAMM
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AR R RPN E R, E2E T ARF-
Aux/IAA 555 3 R MHED A K AT B
BEEE L. HREB, BT ZAEY A
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